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The Bell Tower family would like to wish all of 

you and yours a very joyous holiday season!  

Bell Tower  

Bulletin  

Presidentõs message 

Greetings, 

I hope everyone had a great Thanksgiving holiday and was able to partake in the 
great Black Friday deals.  THANK YOU to everyone who volunteered to help with the levy.  I 
truly believe that the levy would not have passed without the support of the faculty and 
staff on this campus. The next scheduled Executive Staff Council meeting will be Wednes-
day, December 8

th
.  In an effort to improve communication, Executive Staff Council members 

have agreed to email the approved meeting minutes to their constituents.  If you have not 
received these from your representative, please contact Sandy Crobar or I.  Moving forward, 
the Executive Staff Council is looking to have some open sessions to meet with staff mem-
bers.  The date we are looking at is December 15

th 
.  We are looking to schedule a morning 

and afternoon session, so please mark your calendars.  Have a great holiday season. 

Ken  

Kenneth Collins 

Executive Staff Council, President 09-10 
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by Barb Armstrong 

With the holidays upon me again, I 
very rarely have time to go to the 
movie theater.  Mostly the choice of 
entertainment is to put on the ole jam-
mies, make some popcorn, and sit on 
the couch to watch a good holiday 
flick.  It sure beats going out into the 
cold weather!  Being predictable, I 
tend to watch the same movies over 
and over again, with a new one 
thrown in just for good measure.  Itõs 
funny how quickly I forget some of the 
minor things in a movie, like the color 
of the main characterõs eyes, or what 
city the movie was set in.  Why these 
things are important to me, I will never 
figure out.  Anyhow, here is a partial 
list of my favorite holiday flicks.  Some 

of them may be your favorite too.  

 

The Muppet Christmas Carol (my abso-
lute favorite version of this Dickens 

classic) 

A Charlie Brown Christmas 

The Nightmare Before Christmas (can 

double for Halloween also)  

The Homecoming: A Christmas Story (a 

Waltonõs episode) 

A Home of Their Own  (starring Kathy 

Bates) 

Christmas Vacation 

The Christmas Gift (a really obscure 

movie starring John Denver) 

A Christmas Story (my daughtersõ 
friend were in the Higbee scene) 

The Santa Clause 

Fiddler on the Roof (I always seem to 

watch this around Christmas time) 

The Bishopõs Wife (the 1947 version) 

Emmet Otterõs Jug Band Christmas 

Amahl and the Night Visitors  (a Christ-

mas opera in English) 

Hol iday Mov ies  

by Joyce Stevenson 

Patty Vukmer is the Staff Assistant for the 
Social Sciences and Human Services Divi-
sion and a member of Staff Council Group 
5, employees providing support services for 

the academic divisions. 

 

Patty is a leader in 
the Social Science 
and Human Ser-
vices Division.  In 
addition to the myr-
iad of everyday 
responsibilities, 
Patty initiates in-
volvements and 
activities that bene-
fit not only the Divi-
sion, but the Col-

lege as well, and follows through to the 
end.  Patty has volunteered to serve on the 
MPC Design Committee, taken on numer-
ous PeopleSoft training workshops, and 
served on several Divisional screening com-
mittees.  She has exceptional knowledge of 
college policies and operations which make 
her an excellent resource person and al-
ways goes òabove and beyondó what is 

required in terms of hours and effort.  

 

Patty is a poster-girl for quality and initia-
tive.  Work does not leave the Division with-
out being done and done right.   Pattyõs 
abilities reflect very strong people skills and 
her positive attitude contributes to the qual-

ity of the Division. 

 

Patty is critical to the Social Sciences and 
Human Services Divisioné.she does her job 
so well she ought to be recognized as 

òEmployee of the Yearó! 

 

Congratulations, Patty, for being selected as 

the September Employee of the Month! 

 

September  

employee of  the  

Month  
by Tamara Wright 

There is so much to do in northeast 
Ohio this holiday season!  Between 
the sleigh rides, breakfasts with 
Santa, holiday lights festivals, thea-
ter performances, concerts, carol-
ing, holiday craft fairs, tree lighting 
ceremonies, winter hikes, fireside 
storytelling and historical tours, 
there is certainly something for 
everyone.  So, to make sure you 
and your family and friends donõt 
miss out on any of the fun, Iõve 
compiled a list of some websites to 
help you see whatõs happening in 
your neighborhood over the holi-
days (just copy and paste the link 

into your browser):  

§ loraincounty.com  

§ lorain.com/events  

§ morningjournal.com/calendar  

§ lorain.osu.edu/events 

§ visitloraincounty.com/calendar

-events 

§ loraincountychamber.com/

info/calendar.shtml  

§ www.metroparks.cc/

events.php# 

§ americantowns.com/oh/lorain -

county/events  

§ zvents.com (type in any city on 

the home page)  

§ cleveland.com/events/things -

to-do/index.ssf  

§ cleveland.about.com/od/

winterholidayevents  

§ www.positivelycleveland.com/

visiting/things_to_do/events  

§ consumer.discoverohio.com/

searchdetails 

§ http://www.ohiotraveler.com/

northeast_ohio.htm  

Hol iday  

Events  

http://www.metroparks.cc/events.php#
http://www.metroparks.cc/events.php#
http://www.positivelycleveland.com/visiting/things_to_do/events
http://www.positivelycleveland.com/visiting/things_to_do/events
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By Peggy Nesbit 

Below is a list of a number of board 
games as well as assorted other games 
and toys that I remember from my 
childhood. We played board games in 
the winter because my mother kicked 
us outside to play the rest of the time. 
Even in winter, we often found our-
selves out in the snow, sledding or 
having snowball fights or generally 
tromping around, getting snow in our 
rubber boots and ice-encrusted mit-
tens, only to come inside for hot 
chocolate with marshmallows and a 

board game or a Barbie adventure. 

 

The games are broken up into two groups, the 

ones with ancient origins and modern games.*  

 

Ancient Games 

Checkersñ(draughts in UK) Versions 
of this game have been traced all the 
way back to Ur in 3000 BCE, 
through the Greeks with their pet-
teia to the Arabic alquerque, which 
was brought to Spain by the Moors 
in about 1100 CE. using backgam-

mon pieces on a chessboard. 

Chinese checkersñThis game isnõt 
really Chinese or checkers per se, but 
a version of Halma which is Greek 
for òjump.ó It was invented in Ger-
many in 1892 as òStern-Halmaó and 
is related to the English game Hop-

pity, dated 1854. 

Chessñbelieved to originated in the 
Indian Gupta Empire in the 6

th
 Century 

CE and brought to Europe via Muslim 
traders where it had spread universally 

by 1000 CE. 

Dominoesñoriginally from the far east 
and related to mah -jongg, the earliest 
sets date to about 1120 CE. The name 
comes from the resemblance to Ve-
netian masks (black with white dots) 
worn at Carnivale, going back to the 
first appearance of dominoes in 

Europe in Italy in the 18
th

 century. 

BackgammonñAnother game that 
appears to originated in Ur under the 
name Senat, it was played in Rome 

The h is to ry  o f  games  

under the name Tabula and in China 
as Nard where it was brought back to 
Europe by Muslim traders and reintro-

duced about the same time as Chess. 

Mah-jonggñAlthough Mah -jongg is 
actually over 2,000 years old in China, 
it was a game for royalty until about 
500 CE. It did not become popular 
outside of the Chinese American com-
munity in the US until the 1920õs when 
American James Babcock, who lived in 
Shanghai, translated and simplified the 
rules and added numbers and letters 

familiar to card players. 

Parchisiñanother game out of India, 
from at least the 4

th
 century CE. The 

name comes from the Hindu word 

parchis which means 25. 

MarblesñArchaeologists have found 
marbles in digs back to the Harappan 
civilization in India c. 3300 BCE, but 
marbles havenõt been mass produced 
until the last 200 years. The first glass 
marbles mass produced in the US were 
made by S.C. Dyke in Akron OH in the 

1890s! 

Jacksñthis is a modern name for a 
much older game called knucklebones, 
called such because it was usually 
played with the hock bones of a sheep, 

rocks, or other small object easily 
palmed. Itõs believed to originated in 
the far East but it is mentioned by the 
ancient Greeks, shown in Roman statu-

ary and in frescoes in Pompeii. 

Catõs CradleñThis is just one name for a 
variety of games played with a ring of 
string, another ògameó that is believed 

to be very ancient. 

Spinning TopsñTops were not just toys 
in ancient times, but were used in gam-
bling and in augury (to predict the 

future). Examples of tops have 
been found all over the world and 

in every civilizationõs past. 

 

Modern Games 

Monopolyñfirst developed in 1903 
by Quaker Lizzie Magie Phillips as 
òThe Landlordõs Gameó and pat-
ented as Monopoly, set in Atlantic 

City, by Charles Darrow in 1933. 

Riskñdeveloped in 1957 by French 
film maker Albert La Morisse as La 
Conquête du Monde  (òThe Con-

quest of the World.ó) 

Clueñ(Cluedo in England) devel-
oped in 1949 by solicitorõs clerk 

Anthony Pratt in Birmingham, UK. 

Scrabbleñdeveloped in 1938 by 
architect Alfred Mosher Butts as 
Lexiko. In 1948, James Brunot 

bought the rights to the game, 
changed a few of the square values 

and changed the name to Scrabble. 

Sorry!ñbased on the ancient game of 
Parchisi, this game was trademarked in 
England in 1929 and published in US 

in 1934. 

Chutes and Laddersñ (Snakes and Lad-
ders in UK)ñbased on a Hindu reli-
gious version called Ladder to Salva-
tion from the 16

th
 century, it was first 

registered in England in 1892 and in 

the US in 1943 by Milton Bradley. 

 

article continued on page 4  
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Life or òGame of Life,ó ñoriginally 
called the òCheckered Game of 
Life,ó was created by Milton Brad-
ley in 1860 and had a moral mes-
sage attached to it. The game was 

redesigned in 1960. 

Battleshipñwas invented in the 
early 1900õs by Clifford Von Wick-
ler who never patented it. Milton 
Bradley published it in 1931 as a 
paper and pencil game called 
òBroadsides: A Game of Naval 

Strategy.ó 

Mouse Trapñfirst cre-
ated in 1963 by the 
Ideal Co. as a òRube 
Goldbergó contraption 

game. 

Candylandñdesigned 
in 1945 by Eleanor 
Abbott while she was 
recovering from polio 

in San Diego CA. 

Operationñinvented 
by John Spinello and 
first produced in 1965, 
one of the first games 

to go electric! 

Mr. Potato Headñ
developed in 1949, 
distributed in 1952. Itõs the first toy 
advertised on TV (according to 

Wikipedia!) 

Cootieñcreated by William 
Schaper in 1948, launched in 

1949. 

Silly Puttyñcreated by accident 
while researching substitutes for 
rubber during WWII. Both Dow 
Corning and GE claim the inven-
tion of silly putty but it wasnõt mar-
keted as a toy until 1949, first to 

students at Yale University! 

Play-Dohñfirst developed in Cin-
cinnati in the 1930õs as wallpaper 
cleaner, Play-Doh was marketed to 
the Cincinnati Schools in the mid-
50õs and went into retail stores in 

1956. 

 

Unoñ(Mau Mau is name of the 
game when played with a regular 
card deck). The Uno card deck 
was developed in 1971 by Merle 

Robbins in Cincinnati. 

Jengañcreated by Leslie Scott in 
the early 1970õs, based on a game 
played by her family with chil-
drenõs blocks made in Ghana 
where she grew up. It was first 

marketed 1983. 

 

*Information was primarily gath-
ered from Wikipedia with addi-
tional facts garnered from various 
other websites and books in my 

personal collection. 
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the holidays, is a fulfilling, òfeel-goodó experi-

ence.   

Once a month, a group of gals from LCCC vol-
unteer a couple hours at the Second Harvest 
Food Bank of North Central Ohio (located in 
Lorain, Ohio).  The Second Harvest Food Bank 
accepts food donations from a number of 
sources including grocery stores.  The food is 
brought to the warehouse where our volun-

teering begins.   

Our group arrives and we each assume a role 
for our volunteer shift.   Roles include (and 
these are my terms) food inspector, food 
cleaner, food sorter and food packer.  The food 
is brought into the warehouse processing area 
via a front end loader on pallets, in boxes, 
etc.  The first step involves removing the food 
from the boxes and checking expiration dates, 
looking for broken boxes, dented cans, dam-
aged bags, etc.  All items are thoroughly in-
spected before being sent to be cleaned 
(wiped off).   Cans, boxes, bottles, etc. are 
lightly wiped down with bleach water and 
sent down the line to the sorters who sort 
them into various categories.  Once the food is 
sorted, the packers fill large boxes per Food 
Bank specifications (item category, weight, 
etc.) The boxes are then sealed and stacked 
onto another pallet for storage, further proc-
essing and distribution.  We have processed 
well over 1,000 pounds of food during many 

of our 2 hour shifts. 

Our small group of LCCC volunteers benefit 
greatly from this experience in many 
ways.  First off is camaraderie;  we are from 
various areas across campus and enjoy sharing 
conversation and laughter.   Secondly, internal 
satisfaction is gained knowing youõve assisted 
people less fortunate than yourself.  We feel 
good representing LCCC and contributing to 
such a wonderful cause.  And lastly, we treat 
ourselves to a meal together after our shift, 
both as a reward and as a way of continuing 
the camaraderie shared by a group of gals 
simply wanting to make a small impact on such 

a global problem ð hunger and homelessness. 

For more information about Second Harvest, 
or if you are interested in volunteering, please 

click on the picture below:  

Volun teer ing  

by Sandy Crobar 

Volunteering is an extremely reward-
ing experience for me as it gives me a 
sense of personal satisfaction.  It makes 
me realize my daily fortunes and how 
thankful we should be each and every 
day.  Volunteering, even a small 
amount of your time, especially during 

http://www.secondharvestfoodbank.org/


The LCCC HR Staff 
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A: 

Yes, the form is being changed and it will now say Emp ID,    which 
stands for employee identification number.   Thanks for pointing this 
out to us.  While most people use their id number, we want to make 
sure that no social security numbers are used in the future.  
 

If you would like to ASK HR a question, e-mail at 

bell.tower@lorainccc.edu! 

Ask  HR  

Q:  

Iõve noticed my social security number is listed on the cover of my job performance evaluation.  Why 
is this needed?  Is there are way we can be identified by our employee IDs instead?  

One of my family's continuing Christmas 
traditions is to celebrate "Wigilia" (Vee-
gah-LEE-ah) on Christmas eve, a Polish 
dinner that is supposed to bring good 
luck. Traditionally, there is no meat 
served during Wigilia but the meal is 
plentiful and luxurious with seafood 
and different types of pasta and side 
dishes and desserts. It begins with the 
breaking of the "Oplatek" (Oh-PWAH-
tek) a semi-transparent wafer of unleav-
ened dough, stamped with scenes of 
the nativity. Everyone at the table 
breaks off a piece and eats it as a symbol 
of their unity with Christ. Custom pre-
scribes that the number of dishes in the 
meal be odd, 9 or 11. An even number 
would eliminate any hope of an in-
crease in wealth, children or anything 
desirable. We also set an extra spot at 
the table for a "stranger, traveler or beg-
gar" to symbolize generosity and hospi-
tality to others. There is lots of drinking, 
laughing and singing Kolendy (Polish 
Christmas carols). We all go to Midnight 
service or Mass and when we come 
home, my mom carves a baked ham 

BTB Quest ion  o f  the  month :  HOLIDAY TRADITIONS  

and we eat (again) and open presents. My 
Dziadziu (shah-shoo= grandfather) used to 
say that at Midnight on Christmas eve all 
the animals could talk and humans could 
understand what they were saying. When 
we were kids, my brother and sisters and 
me would run out to the barn after Mid-
night Mass and see if we could hear the 
animals talking. I still find myself looking at 
my pets on Christmas eve at midnight just 
in case they decide to make a statement to 

me. ~Brenda Owens 

 

My family always gathers together for din-
ner at a nice restaurant or for a potluck at 
my parentõs condo party center.   After-
wards, we present a gift to the family mem-
ber whose name we picked out of a hat at 
Thanksgiving time.  What makes this occa-
sion extra special is my brotherõs birthday is 
on Christmas.  My brother has Downõs Syn-
drome.   We celebrate him as well and 
shower him with lots of love on his special 
day. To save on spending a lot of money on 
store-bought gifts, my husbandõs family 
enjoys playing a òwhite elephantó ex-
change game instead.  We roll dice and 

select wrapped gifts of unused items (or 
gentle used ones) that are found 
around the house.  The group has a lot 
of fun trying to figure out what is in the 
package, and trying to finagle the un-
wrapped items from each other as the 
game progresses with the rolling of the 

dice.~Mary Karleskint 

 

My nieces and nephews all have way 
too many toys and every year they get 
tons more. Last year I got them maga-
zine subscriptions to kids magazines 
(National Geographic Kids is a good 
one!) so they would have something 
fun and educational to enjoy every 
month. This year for their òpresentó I am 
going to round them up on a Saturday 
or Sunday and take them to a movie 
and then to Chuck E. Cheeseõs or the 
bowling alley. Iõd rather spend time with 
them doing something fun than buy 
them something that they will play with 
for a week and then forget about! They 
get so many presents as it is so theyõll 
still have plenty of stuff to open up on 

Christmas Day. ~Ali Graham 

mailto:bell.tower@lorainccc.edu


 

Weõre on the Web! 

Bell Tower Bulletin 

So What Do You Think?  

Weõd like to hear from 
you. Let us know how 

you like or NOT like arti-
cles, features, etc. Send us 

your e-mails at 
bell.tower@lorainccc.edu.  

LCCC Staff Council  

Members 
 

 Kenneth Collins (Group 2)  

President  

Sandy Crobar (Group 9)  

Vice President  

Ann Loepp  

Secretary (Group 4)  

Saundra Daniels  

Ex-Officio  

 

Group #1  Shawna  

Giovannazzo  

Group #2 Ken Collins 

Group #3  Joyce Steven-

son  

Group #4 Ann Loepp 

Group #5  Beth Plas  

Group #6  Sheryl Mariner  

Group #7  Clayton Nelson  

Group #8  Mike Mielcarek  

Group #9  Sandy Crobar 

Group #10  Cyndi McCabe  

Group #11  Carrie Delaney  

Group #12  Gina Maxwell  

Group #13 At -large  Chris Strobbe  

Group #14 At -large  Fran McCaffrey  

Group #15 At -large  Liz Garcia  

Group #16 Part-time  Julie Ford  

Group #17 Part-time  Tracey Maxwell  

Group #18 Part-time  Amanda Haney 

Want to know the upcoming events at 

LCCC? Click on the link below to see 

the LCCC calendar! 

working off those 

holiday treats  

Check out the links 

(picture on right and 

below) for some great 

fit facts! 

http://www.lorainccc.edu/btb
http://www.lorainccc.edu/
http://apps.lorainccc.edu/calendar/eventcalendar/

