What is the Collaborative Associate of Technical Studies Degree?
The collaborative ATS degree is an option for students who have educational needs that are not met by an existing program or degree. ATS allows students to have input in terms of which technical courses they complete in order to earn their degree. Students will complete an Academic Plan during their first semester in the program.

Since this degree is a collaborative effort between Owens Community College, Columbus State Community College, Lakeland Community College and Lorain County Community College, students have the option of taking courses at any of the schools (residency requirements apply).  

What is an Academic Plan?
An Academic Plan is a document that is created in consultation with an academic advisor or counselor that delineates the courses a student will take to earn their degree. It is completed during the student’s first semester in the ATS program.
What are the Admission Requirements for the ATS program?
Students must be ready for college level English (ENGL 161) and college level math (MTHM 151).  Students must have completed 12 semester hours (or 18 quarter hours) and be 24 years old or older.  

What is Prior Learning Assessment?

Prior Learning Assessment is a process that will potentially award credit for prior learning experiences such as on the job training, apprenticeship programs, seminars and certifications.  PLA credit may be granted as the result of portfolio review and proficiency testing.
How many credits are required for graduation?

60 credit hours are required for graduation.

What is the First Year Experience Course?
The First Year Experience course is a mandatory class that students take their first semester in the program. They will learn study and time management skills, enrollment policies and procedures of the collaborating institutions as well as portfolio development. Students will also complete their Academic Plan.   

