LORAIN COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE
CRMJ 110 INTRODUCTION TO CRIMINAL JUSTICE
COURSE SYLLABUS

Office:  




Phone:  






Fax:       
Office Hours:
On-line as announced
Email:   Use ANGEL System
ANY PROBLEMS, QUESTIONS, CONCERNS, CONTACT ME USING THE ANGEL EMAIL SYSTEM.  I WILL REPLY WITHIN 24 HOURS.  I CHECK MY EMAIL AT LEAST ONCE EACH DAY & USUALLY MORE.

Course Description

This course examines the historical and contemporary components of the U.S. criminal justice system, its development, objectives and problems. Emphasis is placed on the evolution and constant changes to the system both historically and culturally.  Analysis of federal, state, local criminal justice systems and agencies will include the various work groups and careers available to students.

Prerequisites:  None
Online Prerequisites

All Distance Learning courses at LCCC utilize the ANGEL Learning Management Suite.  To learn how to use and log in to ANGEL, visit the Distance Learning web page at:

http://www.lorainccc.edu/LCCC/Academic/Distance_Learning/ANGEL/HelpandInformationGuide.Normal.2323.lccc
Students should read ALL information presented in the ANGEL site and should periodically check for updates daily.  

Distance Learning:  440-366-7582  

Course Outcomes

Upon completion of this course the student will be able to:

1.  Recall the major components of the U.S. criminal justice system.       

2.  Cite the various theories and causes of crime.

3.  Compare the need to balance the rights of the individual with the interests of society.

4.  Explain the evolution of policing in the United States.

5.  Differentiate responsibilities of different members of the courtroom work group.

6.  List the steps in a criminal trial.

7.  Describe various sentencing alternatives.

8.  Retrieve case summaries from websites dealing with   relevant issues in criminal justice.

9.  Identify cases relevant to current criminal justice issues. 

10.  Develop standards for ethical police practice 

11.  Critique the of pros and cons of plea bargaining

Required Text:     A Concise Introduction to Criminal Justice, Robert M Bohm




McGraw Hill, 2007.

Course Schedule and Assignments

DATES

COURSEWORK



DUE DATE



JAN 20—

Part One—Foundations of Criminal Justice
   FEB 28






Part Two—Law Enforcement



Homework Chapter 1
DUE

JAN 25 @ 11:55 P.M.
Homework Chapter 2
DUE

FEB   1 @ 11:55 P.M.



Homework Chapter 3
DUE

FEB   8 @ 11:55 P.M.



Homework Chapter 4
DUE

FEB 15 @ 11:55 P.M.
 
Exam #1—Chapter 1--4
DUE

FEB 27 @ 11:55 P.M.
MAR 1—

Part Three—The Courts
   MAR 13





Homework Chapter 5
DUE

MAR   4 @ 11:55 P.M.



Homework Chapter 6
DUE

MAR 11 @ 11:55 P.M.



Exam #2—Chapters 5—6 
DUE

MAR 13 @ 11:55 P.M.
MAR 15—

   MAR 21

SPRING BREAK……………ENJOY!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
MAR 22—

Part Four—Corrections
    MAY 1





Homework Chapter 7
DUE

APR 12 @ 11:55 P.M.



Homework Chapter 8
DUE

APR 19 @ 11:55 P.M.



Homework Chapter 9
DUE

APR 26 @ 11:55 P.M.
Exam #3—Chapters 7—9 
DUE

MAY 1 @ 11:55 P.M.

MAY 3—

Part Five—Juvenile Justice
   MAY 10



Homework Chapter 10
DUE

MAY 10 @ 11:55 P.M.



Final Exam Ch 1—10 
DUE

MAY 14 @ 11:55 P.M.
Grading Procedures

Assignment


Points




Homework


   100

Exam #1 (Ch 1—4)
 
     50

Exam #2 (Ch 5—6)
 
     25
Exam #3 (Ch 7—9)

     50
Final Exam (Ch 1—10)
     75
Total Points


   300


Grading Scale

A =
270—300  
B =
240—269  
C =
210—239
D =
180—209 
F =
179 & below

SPECIAL NOTICE ABOUT EXAMS
Unless otherwise stated, all exams will have a time limit.  Upon expiration of the time, the exam will automatically submit.  Students will be given ample time to complete an exam.  

If you your home computer is on a “dial up” internet system which is very slow, I suggest you make arrangements to use a computer at the college, library or somewhere that provides “high speed” internet connections.  

Special needs students need to contact me prior to the first exam if they think additional time will be needed.
COLLEGE & CLASSROOM POLCIES

Emergency Closures

To receive up to date information on emergency closures, please log on to www.lorainccc.edu and click on severe weather/campus status, tune in to local news channels 3, 5, 8, 19, or 43, and/or dial 1.800.995.5222.
Special Needs

The Office for Special Needs Services (OSNS) assists students with documented disabling conditions with reasonable accommodations that will enable the student to participate in the academic life of the College.  Students should consult with faculty and with OSNS to make appropriate accommodations.  Failure to formally consult with the individual faculty and the OSNS could delay accommodations unnecessarily.  Reasonable accommodations should be arranged with OSNS and with each individual instructor at the beginning of each semester.  Please notify the instructor and contact the OSNS located in the Learning Resources Center, Room 115, phone 366-4048.

Academic Dishonesty and Plagiarism

Acts of Dishonesty, Cheating, and/or Plagiarism will be dealt with in accordance to the Code of Student Conduct.  Students should consult the Code of Student Conduct in the current catalog regarding expectations of student behavior and conduct.  Students should pay special attention to academic issues regarding cheating, academic dishonesty, and plagiarism.  

Code of Student Conduct

The college classroom is a learning environment where students and instructors should feel free to express and defend their views and ideas.  This learning environment extends to Distance Learning classes, the use of discussion boards, chat rooms, and course email systems.  Disruptive, disrespectful, or obstructive behavior will be dealt with in accordance to the LCCC Code of Student Conduct.  Students may refer to the LCCC Catalog for complete details regarding these policies. 

Withdrawals

Students should consult the LCCC Catalog regarding withdrawal from the course.  A student who stops attending any class without following the withdrawal procedure continues to be enrolled and will receive a grade.  Consult the College Calendar for the last day to withdrawal from this class and receive a W.

Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act

The instructor and LCCC are committed to this ACT in its entirety.  Procedural guidelines are available in appropriate College publications, and copies of procedures may be obtained from the Records Office.

Assessment

The instructor and college are committed to a process of effectively assessing and documenting student learning.  Instructors and students both share in the responsibility to assist in an effort to promote continuous improvement in course delivery and student achievement.

Assignments

All assignments must be submitted on time.  If your dog or cat dies, if you have a hair appointment, if you have scheduled a vacation or trip in the middle of this class that will cause you to miss assignments for that or any other reason, YOU MUST REQUEST AN EXTENTION BEFORE THE DUE DATE AND TIME.  Points may be deducted from your total points at the end of the semester for late assignments that have not been cleared with the instructor.
Make a copy of the syllabus.  Keep it handy and refer to it for appropriate due dates and times.  The syllabus is always available in the Syllabus Section of the ANGEL System.  THE SYLLABUS & COURSE CALENDAR PROVIDES YOU THE DATES FOR ALL ASSIGNMENT DUE DATES.
Incomplete Grade Policy

Per the LCCC Catalog, a contract between the faculty member and student must be negotiated and signed prior to the final exam due date and time.  The instructor has the option of denying any request for incomplete if it is deemed that the reason given is not valid (for example:  too busy to complete the work).

Participation Policy

Attendance for online classes can be tracked by the instructor through analysis of student logins.  Students should long on regularly during the semester.  Events involving the criminal justice system occur daily, and as such, discussion boards will be created to deal with those events.  It is advisable to log on at least daily so that you do not miss the chance to participate.  Failure to do so may cost you valuable extra credit points.  
Students who have read this syllabus are encouraged to now go to the LESSONS section of the course.  Locate the assignment titled:  Syllabus Response.  Answer the question and you will receive five (5) extra credit points.  This assignment must be completed during the first week of classes in order to receive the credit.

Changes in the Syllabus

This syllabus does not constitute a contract.  To maintain the integrity of the course, the instructor reserves the right to change this syllabus and any of its contents at any time during the course by notifying students through the course announcement and/or email systems.
