Introduction to Field Production for Television News:
TCMN 161
OVERVIEW OF THE COURSE AND COURSE OBJECTIVES:  

The objective of this course is to provide you the opportunity to learn and to develop the basic skills and knowledge pertinent to the production of ENG news packages.  After completing this course you should be able to:


•
identify the production elements that create a news package.


•
define the objective of a news package.


•
write a script for a news package incorporating the elements of:



conversational and dynamic language, active verbal tense, 



attribution, 



lead-ins, stand ups, bridges and closes.


•
identify and define production positions and personnel necessary 


for creating an ENG package and ultimately produce an in -studio 


news program.  


•
time and transcribe raw footage for incorporation into the ENG 


package.


•
conduct a broadcast interview for the purpose of obtaining sound 


bites.


•
conduct research to support the interviews and the voice over for 


the ENG package script.


•
create a half hour public affairs television program.

REQUIRED TEXT AND COURSE GUIDES (There will be additional readings and/or handouts):

Keller, Teresa, Hawkins, Steve.  (2005).  Television news:  A handbook for 
writing, reporting and editing.  (2nd ed.).   Scottsdale:  Wadsworth.

Television Camera Operation Manual (this guide will be returned at the end of the semester to the L.I.A.)

EXAMINATIONS AND GRADING: 

Exams and Quizzes:  Quizzes may be given in this course.  

The quizzes may or may not be announced and will cover materials covered in assigned reading, course lecture and demonstrations.  Therefore, it is necessary that the student remain current with all assignments. 

There will be an exam that will consist of demonstration of your abilities to assemble a single camera set-up and your abilities to edit.

The final will consist of a critique of the final television production.

Your grade will be determined by the following percentage breakdown: 


10%  
Set up and take down of ENG equipment exam 



(Week 2)


10%
Editing Exam (Week 4)


15%
Midterm Exam


15%
Final Program (Final) 


10%
ENG Scripts and show Scripts


30%  
ENG Package(s)


10%
Homework/Attendance/Crew Work


100%

ASSIGNMENTS:

The assignments in this course will be expected to be handed in on time. Students may receive instructional feedback for unexcused and/or late assignments but will receive the grade of zero.  Quizzes may be announced or unannounced.  In addition, some brief written assignments (homework) relating to course discussion and activities will be collected.  

LATE ASSIGNMENTS:  

In an attempt to instill the need for and an appreciation of real world production deadlines and to help enhance student professionalism.   

No late assignments will be accepted without a documented excuse from a doctor.  Late assignments also will be excused due to a death in the family.  Otherwise, you may receive feedback but no grade on late assignments.
Classroom Policies:

When you are in class, only class related laptop use is permitted. Please, turn cell phones off.  While you are in class please do not engage in phone conversations, texting, or instant messaging. Please remove headphones. It's okay to discuss class related issues, but take personal conversations outside of the classroom. These behaviors can be very distracting to those trying to listen to lecture.

This syllabus does not constitute a contract. It is a tentative outline of information and activities to be covered in this class.  As a tentative guide it is subject to revision. The course calendar may be revised based on class size and student learning needs.

The intent of this syllabus and calendar is to provide you with an overview of the course assignments, programs, exams and readings.  

To maintain the integrity of the course, the instructor reserves the right to revise this syllabus and any of its contents at any time during the course by notifying students verbally or by written addendum.  Therefore, it is your responsibility to ask the instructor if you have any questions pertaining to the content or the due date of a (n) assignment(s).

Attendance:  

Class attendance will be taken at the beginning of the class.  Students must be prompt in order to be counted as present for the class.  Regular attendance is essential to satisfactory progress in this course.  Excessive absence will endanger successful completion of the course.  If you consistently have trouble meeting deadlines and/or attending class I will advise you to withdraw from the course. 

This class meets twice a week; therefore, you are allowed no more than three absences.  After three absences 5 points will be deducted from your point total for your final grade for the class.  Two late arrivals equal one absence. Two early leaves equal one absence. 

After six lates or early leaves or a combination of the two, 5 points will be deducted from your point total for the class.  *Students are at all times responsible for all lecture material, announcements, changes in assignments that might be presented in class.  

There will be no make-up exams, and course assignments will not be allowed to be done late without penalty. Late assignments and projects are unfair to students who have prepared their assignments on time, and they make an already tight schedule almost impossible to maintain.  The class schedule will be established ahead of time so that, except in the case of extreme emergency, the student will know if their performance date causes some kind of conflict. If the student knows of such a conflict, it is your responsibility to trade performance dates with another person and inform your instructor of the change.  Except in case of extreme emergency, any student directing late will be penalized one letter grade for each class day after the due date. 

Incompletes will not be granted except in the case of documented illness, in keeping with College guidelines.  In order to make up assignments, all absences must be documented by doctor's excuse, etc. 

Professionalism:  Please keep in mind the importance of professionalism.  You should act in a polite and cooperative manner when working with your classmates, instructor, and LIA.  Ultimately, your ability to “get along” with others and your dedication to producing quality work can not help but influence the outcome of your performances.

Campus Code of Conduct:  

LCCC students, faculty, staff and campus visitors are prohibited from engaging in activities that are outlined in the Campus Code of Conduct.  Please be reminded that disruptive, disrespectful, or obstructive behavior will be dealt with in terms specific to this syllabus and in accord with the LCCC Code of Student Conduct.  Students may refer to the LCCC Catalog for complete details regarding student responsibilities.  These policies are listed in the Lorain County Community College 2006-2007 College Catalog.

Academic Honesty:

Plagiarism of any kind:  to steal or pass off as one's own the ideas, words, writings, sources of another without giving direct and complete credit; to commit literary theft; to present as new and original ideas, phrases, photos, sentences, or products of any length derived from an existing source without citing the quotation as such and listing the complete source.  Any acts of academic dishonesty will be directly referred to the Director of Student Services.

FERPA:

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) is a Federal law that protects the privacy of student education records. The law applies to all schools that receive funds under an applicable program of the U.S. Department of Education.  Without written consent from you (if you are 18 or older) or your parent if you are under 18, no information regarding your grades in this course will be released.

Withdrawal:

The last day to withdraw from a regularly scheduled first 8-week semester class is Friday of the week of the semester (02/23/07). A withdrawal form must be completed, signed and submitted to the Connection Center.  Check with the register for the last date of withdrawal.  Withdrawals from credit courses offered differently than the traditional calendar are calculated proportionately to and consistent with the College policy. See the Lorain County Community College 2006-2007 College Catalog. 

Office of Special Needs:

This office provides a resource program for students with a temporary or chronic disability.  These services include classroom accommodations, readers, note taking assistance, tutoring, individualized testing and access assistance.  For more information contact Ms. Theo Scott at 366-4124 or at tscott@lorainccc.edu -- See her in LRC 115.  For more information related to students with disabilities are listed in the Lorain County Community College 2006-2007 College Catalog.

Reminders

Be certain to ask about any assignments that you don't fully understand.  It is the students' responsibility to ask the instructor for clarification pertaining to any assignment before it is due.  

The class schedule is tentative and subject to adjustment based on class size, student achievement, addition of field trips and/or guest speaker(s) and objective achievement.  

Incompletes are largely not possible for this performance-based course.  If you foresee any problem with fulfilling the requirements of this course, it is strongly advised that you take this course another time.  Documentation is required to support any extended absence or for incomplete consideration.

This syllabus does not constitute a contract.  To maintain the integrity of the course, the instructor reserves the right to change this syllabus and any of its contents at any time during the course by notifying students verbally or by written addendum.

Please be aware that this calendar is tentative and subject to revision based on class size and student mastery of course objectives.  If the instructor believes that in order to maintain the integrity of the course that she must change the calendar she will do so.  Therefore, if you have any questions regarding the content or the due date of any assignment, it is your responsibility to contact the instructor with your inquiries prior to when the assignment is due.  No late assignments will be accepted except in the case of family death or severe illness.  Illness excuses must be accompanied by a doctor's written excuse.  
Dates                                       Course Activities & Assignments


                                          

W...1/17
Discussion:  Introduction to course and studio tour.  Discussion of 


career objectives and opportunities.



Lecture elements of a news package.



Location and signing out of equipment.



Demonstration:  Single camera set up



Reading:  Chapter 1-- All about News and Chapter 5 



Storytelling 
and Writing for Broadcast 


Assignment:  Have three possible topics for a show #1.

M...1/22
Discussion:  Visualizing the ENG pack.



Video:  Examples of ENG packs.



Visualizing Camera Shots:  Shot composition, placement of 


talent, 
interviewee eye contact, slide/character generation title 


space, background 
considerations, letting the b-roll enhance and 


illustrate what the script can’t say 
in your ENG pack!



Reading: Chapter 6--Writing in Broadcast Style and Chapter 7 


Shooting Video I 
W...1/24
Class: Write and shoot stand ups.


Reading:  Chapter 3 -- News Sources and Chapter 10 --



Presentation and Voice

M...1/29
Demonstration:  Basic Editing 



Discussion:  The ENG Interview



Research, selecting the interviewees, contacting the interviewees, 


interview etiquette, the importance of a pre-interview, permission to 


videotape and interview, what are the most effective questions.



Reading:  Chapter 4--Using Public Records and



Chapter 9 -- Editing

Date                       Course                                        Activities


 

W...1/31
Run through Show #1



Back time show script.



Reading:  Chapter 8 Shooting Video I

M...2/5
TAPING OF SHOW #1
W...2/7
Discussion:  Students present progress on team ENG Packs.



What research have you done? Who will you interview? What will 


you ask?  What shots do you already know you will need? 



Students play back raw footage (homework grade)




Assignment:  ENG SCRIPT DUE 15% of Grade!


Reading:  Chapter 11--Legal Considerations

M...2/12
Due:  ENG SCRIPTS PRESENTED and COLLECTED.



Assignment:  ENG PACKS DUE 2/19/07

W...2/14
Work Day
M...2/19
DUE:  ENGS are due completed.



Video:  Students show ENG Packs.

W...2/21
Create questions for in-studio guests and show script work.

M...2/26
Final revised ENGs Edited due.

W...2/28
In-studio run-through of final show.

M...3/5
In-studio run-through of final show.

W...3/7
Taping of Show #2 In-Studio Final Program
M...3/12
Meet at 1:00 p.m. - 2:50 p.m. Final Meeting Time



Assignment:  In Class Critique Final Show.

