
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN HIGH SCHOOL (IDEA) AND COLLEGE (ADA) 

 
Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA) High School 
“IDEA aims to protect the rights of children with disabilities. Under this act, it ensures that children with 
disabilities have a free, public education, to prepare them for their advanced education, to have chances of 
being employed in the future, and other special provisions.” 
 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) College 
“ADA aims to protect the rights of adults with disabilities. Under this act, it ensures that adults with 
disabilities can be employed, have the right to transportation, public accommodations, 
telecommunications, and other provisions.” 

 
A Guide to Disability Rights Laws, Department of Justice, July 2009, www.ada.gov/cguide.htm. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ACCOMMODATIONS 
High School: An IEP is developed and reviewed automatically and services are provided. Mandatory education will be 
more directed and implemented by the school. 
 
College: Accommodations are not given automatically. Registration in Accessibility Services is voluntary, if a student 
qualifies. Utilizing services is voluntary. Accommodation plans are developed with the Learning Specialist. Students 
must be self-directed. College is optional education and overall it requires a much greater degree of self direction, 
self- awareness, self-advocacy and independence. 
 

Role of the Parent/Guardian/Spouse 
HS: Parents can call and/or meet with teachers and staff.  
 
College: Under the FERPA law, staff and faculty speak to the student only, unless written permission is granted. 
Students must be self-directed. 
 

Student Progress 
HS: Students and/or parents often receive notification of absences, missed work, deadlines for filing paperwork. 
 
College: Students may receive notification of progress through their online account which they have the ability to 
access. Also, through their online account the student may track other academic issues like their financial aid, grades, 
class sign up and schedules, etc. The student monitors their own progress. It is important that the student regularly 
checks in to their online management system. 

Attendance 
HS: Class attendance is mandatory and monitored carefully. 

College: Attendance policies vary with each instructor. Lack of attendance will impact performance and grades. 
 

Graduation Requirements 
HS: Guidance is provided for students so that they will be aware of graduation requirements. 



College: Graduation requirements are complex and vary for different fields of study. Students are responsible for 
meeting with their assigned advisor in their field of study to determine their progress toward completing their 
degree. 

Class time 
HS: The average time in class per week is 28-30 hours. 
 
College: The average time in class per week is 10-12 hours. For every hour that you spend in the classroom, you should 
expect to spend 2-3 hours per week on work outside the classroom. For example, if you are attending fulltime, you can 
expect to spend 24-36 hours outside of class doing homework, reading, projects, tutoring, etc. You may not spend as 
much time in the college classroom as you do in high school, but you will find the work to be more demanding with 
more homework, reading, and independent work.  College requires self-discipline and motivation. 

Learning Format 
HS: Students often depend on learning everything during the class and study halls. 
 
College: Much learning comes from reading the textbook, doing homework, tutoring and writing papers, etc. outside 
the classroom. 
 

Homework 
HS: Homework repeats and reinforces class material. It is often graded. 
 
College: Homework supplements the class material. It is often not graded. 
 

Time Management 
HS: Most assignments are due the next day. 
 
College: Deadlines for projects are long range. Planning and organization are important. 
 

Teaching Style 
HS: Teachers often check for class understanding and will repeat and review. 
 
College: Material is presented at a quicker pace and there may not be time for repetition. Students must utilize 
resources outside of the classroom for clarification and review such as tutoring or office hours.  

Testing 
HS: Tests are often frequent and cover small amounts of material. Test accommodations are given automatically. 
 
College: Test preparation may be more lengthy due to the cumulative nature of the course material. Tests may be 
more infrequent. Students must arrange for test accommodations well before hand with Accessibility Services.  

Grades 
HS: Students often get “points” for attendance, homework, class participation, speaking in class and frequent quizzes. 
 
College: There are fewer grading opportunities in college, so efforts must be more extensive and intense. 
 
 
 




