
Summary  

(300-450 words not including the works cited page) 

For this assignment, you will write a 150-300 word summary on "Growing Up Tethered." 

Use the steps for writing a summary as explained on page 163 of your textbook:  

1. Describe the key claims of the text. To understand the shape and direction of the 

argument, study how paragraphs begin and end, and pay attention to the author's point 

of view and use of transitions.  Then combine what you have learned into a few 

sentences describing the key claims. 

2. Select examples to illustrate the author's argument. Find one or two examples to 

support each key claim.  You may need only one example when you write your 

summary. 

3. Present the gist of the author's argument. Describe the author's central idea in 

your own language with an eye to where you expect your argument to go. [This does 

not mean to not play The Believing Game.  This means to emphasize the parts of the 

piece you are summarizing that are relevant to the essay you are writing.] 

4. Contextualize what you summarize. Cue your readers into the conversation.  Who 

is the author?  Where and when did the text appear?  Why did the author write?  Who 

else is in the conversation? 

Make sure you play The Believing Game with "Growing Up Tethered" as you write your 

summary of it.  I do not want to see any hint of whether or not you agree with Sherry 

Turkle.  I want to see your emphasis on what she says.   

You must also include a "Dear Reader Letter" with your draft.  For your "Dear Reader 

Letter," you will tell your reader what you think the strengths of your draft are as well as 

what you think are its weaknesses.  Please answer the following questions as part of 

your "Dear Reader Letter:" 

1. What are the strengths of your rough draft?  What are the problems in the draft? 

2. What were the challenges you encountered writing your draft? 



3. If you had two more days to write this draft, where would you focus your attention? 

4. What questions do you have about your draft that you want your readers to answer? 

Your “Dear Reader Letter” for this assignment must be a minimum of 150 words. 

To correctly format this assignment, begin with your "Dear Reader Letter."  Then insert 

a page break.   After the page break, write your summary.  Your summary must be 

followed by a correct MLA in-text parenthetical citation.  Next insert another page break. 

 On this new page, write your works cited page.  Your works cited page should have an 

entry for "Growing Up Tethered" as a work in an anthology, that anthology being your 

textbook.  Your summary and works cited page should be in 12 point Times New 

Roman font and in MLA format.  The first draft of this assignment is pass/fail.   

In order to pass, you must: 

 bring 4 copies of this draft to class on the day it is due, 

 include a “Dear Reader Letter,”  

 have a summary of at least 150 words, 

 have the correct MLA formatting, 

 have MLA style in-text citations where appropriate,  

 and have an MLA style works cited page.   

The second draft of this assignment will be graded holistically.  See the rubric for more 

details. 

 


