
Study Abroad Information 

for students at Lorain County Community College 
 

Study abroad is an exciting and educational experience, but requires careful planning to ensure it is safe, 
comfortable, and educational. The following is a list of what you must do to have a successful study 
abroad experience through LCCC:   
 

 

 

 

 

 

When You are Considering Study Abroad: 

o Verify that you meet the requirements to study abroad: maintain at least a 3.0 GPA and have 
completed one year of undergraduate study.  

o Consult with the International Initiatives Office in CC 205 to identify an appropriate institution abroad 
for your proposed course of study and to obtain the necessary forms. 

o Meet with your advisor to verify that the courses you plan to take abroad are ones you need to 
graduate, and that they will align with your course of study. 

o Consider the costs of study abroad. Each institution abroad has its own tuition and housing rates, but 
all told you should roughly estimate about $8,000 - $10, 000 per semester for the following: 

  Tuition 
  Housing 

Food and/or a school meal plan  
Passport: ($145 as of 2019 for U.S. citizens)  

  Visa: Price ranges by country, anywhere from about $50 - $500 
  Health/Medical Insurance 
  Personal Travel/Excursions 
  Transportation: including airplanes, boats, buses, and taxis 
  Phone/Roaming/SIM Cards 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: Check with the host institution to see if there are any study abroad/exchange 
scholarships you might be eligible for. 

o Look at all of the above costs for your proposed study abroad experience. There are specific timelines 
and options to consider if you plan to pursue financial aid while abroad. Meet with a financial aid 
advisor to discuss available financial aid and financing options. This can be arranged by contacting 
Nichole Butcher at nbutcher@lorainccc.edu or 440-366-4756. 

o Submit your proposal to the International Initiatives office with your advisor’s signature. They will 
communicate with the appropriate faculty and Division Deans to get verification that the courses taken 
at the host institution align with the course outcomes for the corresponding LCCC courses.  

o Once approval is obtained, International Initiatives will forward the form to the Provost’s office for 
approval. You will receive a copy of the approved form once the Provost has signed it.  

o Be sure to start considering timelines and deadlines. It is essential to get a passport as soon as 
possible! Passport processing can take up to 8 weeks, not including the time to have photos taken and 
to fill out and send the application. 
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Before You Leave 

o Consider your health, and any health-related items you might need to take with you: Do you have any 
particular allergies? Do you have dietary requirements that might require certain accommodations? 
Are there recommended vaccinations by the Center for Disease Control (CDC) for the country you 
plan to visit? Will you have the appropriate health/medical insurance in case of emergency?  

o Learn the culture of where you are going and try to learn the local language to any extent you can: Are 
there age or gender-based restrictions on behavior or activities? Is there any particular social 
protocol or etiquette to be mindful of? Are there laws for behaviors or activities that are vastly 
different from laws in the U.S. or elsewhere? Are there gestures or behaviors that might be considered 
offensive to locals in the city/region you will be staying in?  

While You are in the Host Country:  

o Stay updated with the U.S. Department of State for travel advisories, and to register your stay abroad: 
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel.html  
This is especially important in case of disaster or emergencies that could require evacuation of U.S. 
citizens,  if you are accused of, or are a victim of any crime, or if you have a medical crisis.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

o Introduce yourself to administration and faculty at the institution abroad and socialize with peers. 
Build a solid network of people who can help you know more about the country, institution, and to 
have a safety net. Research on students studying abroad shows that students who make an effort to 
meet people, learn some of the local language, and socialize are more likely to find resources, 
succeed, and enjoy their time abroad. You may find fun things to do in your free time that ordinary 
tourists don’t get a chance to do! 

o Begin attending classes at the host institution. Ensure the institution verifies your attendance to LCCC 
in order for your financial aid to be processed. 

o Be sure to file annual U.S. taxes if necessary. Do not engage in any employment unless it has been 
approved by the host institution and local government. Be aware that employment abroad may need to 
be reported on U.S. tax forms.  

o Stay in touch with the International Initiatives office periodically to let LCCC know how you are 
doing. Even if you do not have any questions, concerns, or requests, you may have experiences and 
information at the host institution that could be valuable to students who are considering studying 
there in the future.  

When You Return 

o Visit the International Initiatives office to debrief about your experience. Check with your advisor to 
ensure that you are in status and can continue smoothly with your course of study.  

o Be aware of reverse culture shock and the challenges of adapting to being home again. Study and life 
abroad can be a very personal experience, as life will just have gone on for many people once you 
return home. You will find that some people are excited to hear about your experiences and that others 
might be indifferent. Look for opportunities to share your experiences with others and consider 
bringing some stories and photos that we could submit to the school newspaper. Also, be sure to add 
your experience to your C.V./resumé! 
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