
 

 
 

 

Ralph J. Smith Memorial Scholarship 
 

Lorain County Community College is proud to announce the availability of the Ralph J. Smith 
Memorial Scholarship for Fall Semester 2017.  This award is intended to support Lorain County 
Community College second-year students majoring in the College’s Public Administration 
Program.  Preference will be given to students who have a 3.5 GPA and are eligible for the 
capstone course (practicum internship – PBAD 285).  To be considered for this scholarship, 
applicant must have completed a minimum of 21 hours in the Public Administration Degree 
Program and be ready to enroll in and complete PBAD 285.   Students awarded the 
scholarship will receive the funds upon successful completion of the course. 
 
 

To apply for this award, complete the application by May 31, 2017 
 

Return your completed application to: 
 

FINANCIAL SERVICES CENTER, LC146 
LORAIN COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

1005 N ABBE ROAD,   ELYRIA, OHIO 44035 
 

Questions:  Please call 440-365-5222 or 1-800-995-5222 

 
 

Please complete the following: 

                 
First Name    Middle Initial  Last Name   LCCC Student Number   
 

                 
Home Address (Street, Apartment Number)    City, State Zip      
 

                 
Home Phone Number     E-mail address (if available)  
 
Number of  
College Credits Earned:    What is your major?           
 
 

Are you in your second year of college?  ____ yes  ____no 

 

Provide a brief profile of yourself, including your educational goals and career aspirations: 

                 

                 

                 

                

                 

                 

                 

                 

 

To be eligible for consideration, 
applications must be fully completed, 

including essay portion. 

 



                 

                 

 

 

List community service activities, special recognition or awards you’ve received. 
 

                 

                 

                 

                 

                 

                 

                 

 

How are you funding your college education?  Please reference other scholarships or aid you are receiving. 

                 

                 

                 

                 

                 

                 

                 

                 

                 

 
 
 
 
 
I certify that I have truthfully completed all of the information required of this award.  All information on this form is true and correct to the 
best of my knowledge.  I give permission to LCCC to release information about my financial aid and academic record to the LCCC 
Foundation Office and the Selection Committee.   

 

 
                 

Signature           Date 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
This scholarship/award is made possible through the generosity of donors to the LCCC Foundation Scholarship Program.  
The LCCC Foundation supports Lorain County Community College by making possible scholarships and other program and 
technology enhancements that otherwise would not be possible.  Individuals, businesses and organizations give 
generously to ensure scholarships are available to help needing and deserving students receive a college education at 
LCCC or its University Partnership.  Their support is greatly appreciated. 

 

Scholarship Sponsored by: 
 

 



 
Ralph J. Smith served the field of education as a high school English 
teacher, a college journalism professor and editor of a weekly 
community newspaper.  After teaching for three years, he was asked 
to become a faculty member at Vincennes University (Junior College) 
to teach and work as editor.  Several years later, he became Director 
of Print and Mails, then Director of Student Outreach and Parent 
Programs and then director of State and Federal Programs in the 
University Foundation.   After 18 years, he left higher education to 
become Director of Fundraising and Community Programs at the 

Cleveland Christian Home for Children in Cleveland.  After five years in that position, he became a National 
Fundraiser and Regional Administrator for the National Benevolent Association (NBA), still based in 
Cleveland.  

 
For the majority of his working career he was in fundraising bringing funds from local, state and national 
government venues, foundations and corporations.  He developed several successful proposals for FIPSE, 
DOE, DOT, DHHS and others.  He established donor relations programs, including planned gifts and special 
events, including several national golf tournaments and others.  He captured the largest individual donor 
gift in NBA’s history, as well as multiple major life estates and major gift annuities.   

 
Smith was a former Marine who served in the Korean War for two of his four years in the area of 
communications and in the front line of conflict.  After his military service, he earned an associate degree at 
Vincennes University and then bachelor’s and master’s degrees at Indiana State University.  He also 
completed a master’s program at Ball State University and later studied in a doctoral program at North 
Central University. 

 
Upon retirement from NBA, he began teaching part time in the Lorain County Community College Public 
Administration Program, later also teaching for Cleveland State University’s College of Urban Affairs 
Partnership Program with LCCC.  While teaching, he assisted with the Student Political Science Club and he 
worked with Service Learning and Student Activities on an Arbor Day Project for two years.  He worked with 
a team of faculty as lead faculty member to redesign American National Government as part of a national 
effort focused on Course Redesign.  He taught in that program for five years. 

 
He served as a consultant for several years with the Department of Health and Human Services in program 
evaluation.    

 
Smith was very dedicated to students and education.  He spoke frequently about establishing a scholarship 
program for students in the Public Administration Program.  As a result of generous gifts from many donors, 
the scholarship was established.   

 

  
ABOUT RALPH SMITH 

 


